TIMELINE OF THE PIONEER-SETTLEMENT OF AMHERST TOWNSHIP.
                         as detailed in the e-booklet 
'AMHERST, OHIO; ITS EARLY HISTORY: Truth and Myth'(2018)

• circa-1810: C. AUSTIN, O. PHELPS, M. SHELDON, and A. HATHAWAY, the original 
"Connecticut Land Company" co-owner investors of this specific township 
(originally designated as "Town(ship) number 6, Range 18"), employ surveyor 
Jonathan Seelye to lay out some of the township-lots (to enable their individual sale). 
( And circa-1811, Seelye briefly settled here (probably within the current Amherst 
city-limits south of the west end of Jaeger Rd.)

• 1811: Jacob Shupe acquires land within this Township (while temporarily residing 
just north of this township's boundaries), and begins clearing the dense forestland 
in preparation for the construction of a grist-and-saw mill, (built circa-1812 with the 
assistance of a "hired man", ostensibly being millwright Joab Woodruff, the son-in-law 
of prolific millwright Abraham Powers) .
• "Summer of 1812"*: the Jacob Shupe family moved slightly into the edge of this Twp., 
to their new log-cabin home here at the mill site. [*-Historians subsequently changed 
this date to "1811", likely in error.]
• 1813: the (co-owned?) mill probably becomes operational (although, initially, its only 
patrons were the very few families residing just north of Shupe, in the "Beaver Creek 
settlement" within future Lorain City). 
[NOTE: this northerly "Beaver Creek settlement", ( or, "Beaver Creek colony"), was 
obviously not entirely located directly upon newly-named Beaver Creek, here.  
The name of this "colony" was instead derived as a reference to the former residency 
of its newly-arrived inhabitants from the Beaver Creek area of Pennsylvania. 
(This northerly, failed "Beaver Creek colony" should not be confused with the 
more-southerly, successful "Becket colony" -- the original nucleus of the village of 
Amherst, beginning in 1818). ]

• 1814: Josiah Harris (the true 'founder' of Amherst village) purchases a large tract of 
forestland at the site of his future village (but Harris does not return here to 'settle' 
upon it, until 1818).
• 1814: the "south ridge road" (modern-day 'S.R. 113'/"Telegraph Road") is crudely 
cleared as a wagon-path through the dense forest, by Lorancie Shellhous (etc.) 
during his relocation from Ridgeville to Florence.

• 1815: the War-of-1812 officially ends, and the settlement of Amherst Township 
essentially begins (other than the Shupe family who circumstantially resided barely 
within this township's boundaries in 1812). Reuben Webb purchases land near future 
South Amherst village ( but, "for purposes of society", the Webb family resides in the 
"Beaver Creek settlement" just north of Jacob Shupe, until circa-1818). 
  Jesse Smith arrives to this Twp's north-eastern section, upon the future "North Ridge 
road". Stephen Cable (an uncle of Lorancie Schellhous) briefly settles upon the 
"south ridge road" (at the future "Whiskeyville corners") and operates a small 
log-structure "tavern" inn for travelers, for several years, there. The Chileab Smith 
family also settles upon the "south ridge road" east of Stephen Cable, where Smith 
subsequently also operates a "tavern" inn, for travelers.

• 1816(or 1817): the Onstine families (formerly from Canada) arrive from Buffalo NY, 
and they purchase a large area of land here. [They would later (1820s) be granted land 
in north-western Ohio, for their U.S. military service while in N.Y.]
• 1817-1818: additional families arrive to various areas within this Twp., including Ezekiel 
Barnes, Roswell Crocker, Ebenezer Whiton, Ezekiel Crandall, Thompson Blair, Reuben 
Allen, Jeremiah Ferris, Stephen Johnson, Daniel Cornwell, Elisha Foster (and his sons 
Elisha Jr. and Leonard), Orimel Severance, and Rev.War soldier Eleazer Crawford. 

• 1818: Josiah Harris finally arrives to develop his land here, eventually establishing a 
village upon it (known as "Amherst corners" by 1830, but officially known as 'Amherstville' 
after 1836; and later 'incorporated' as "North Amherst" in 1873, until circa-1900 just 'Amherst'. 
Harris is accompanied by his father-in-law, Hiram Messenger (who also assists in the 
development of this village, including providing its first public cemetery upon 
Messenger's own farm.) Also by 1818: Caleb Ormsby (who additionally helped Josiah Harris 
later establish Amherst village).
• 1818: Eliphalet Redington settles at the site of future South Amherst village (presumably 
having intentions to eventually establish a village, there).

• 1819: Jonas Stratton arrives to the Twp., near future South* Amherst village, where he 
subsequently operated a cabinet-shop, there. (His son, H.Dwight Stratton, was the 
co-founder of the famous 'Bryant and Stratton' institute.)[*-Later historians erroneously 
attributed his shop to have been in "North" Amherst village.]

• circa-1820: J.Shupe and E.Redington each build the first two wood-framed houses within 
this Twp. (However, "log-cabin" houses continued to be built by most of the other pioneers 
here, until several decades later). [note: 21st-century historians seem to have misconstrued 
Jacob Shupe's circa-1820 very large framed-house (which apparently has been long-gone), 
with a much smaller framed-house ostensibly built for his widow sometime after Jacob's death.]
• 1820: Harry Redington (nephew of Eliphalet) settles at future-named "Whiskeyville". 
Also by 1820: Simeon Brandt, Henry Bronson, Joseph Coleman, John Cutler, James Ferres, 
John Hendry, Elias Peabody.

• 1820-1825: Lorancie Shellhous relocates into this Twp. (from Florence Twp.). Joseph Quigley 
relocates into this Twp. (having first settled on the Lake shore, just east of "Martin's Run", 
in 1811). Also arrive into this Twp.: Abram Rice, John Kendeigh Sr., and Henry Kendeigh Jr., 
Nicolas Stanton, George Dudley, Roswell Cune, Royal Barney Sr.
• 1826: John Steele settles at "Amherst corners" (and operates a "tannery" and saddle-shop 
near the "Old Spring").
• 1826-1829: Sereno Norton, Addison Tracey, James Jackson, Salmon Johnson, Ebenezer 
Swartwood, Ephraim Towne, and Joseph Rice. Stanton Sholes arrives(1827) to "Amherst 
corners", and later operates a general-store (and also establishes the "Methodist Episcopal" 
Church of Amherst village).
• 1830: "Town(ship) 6, Range 18" officially becomes an independent judicial-district, and is 
newly designated as 'Amherst Township'. (From 1817 until 1830, it had been part of the 
"Black River township" judicial-district.)
The name "Amherst" was chosen by the settlers, partly in honor of both Amherst Mass. 
and Amherst NH; but mainly this name seems to have been intentionally selected because 
of its 'meaning': "a settlement (or home) in the forest". REPEAT: Mainly this name seems to 
have been intentionally selected because of its 'meaning', "a settlement (or home) in the forest"
• 1830-1840: some of the families who arrived into this Twp. during this period, were Willis Potter, 
Nathaniel Bryant Sr.(and his son Jonathan), Horace Steele, Joseph Whiton, Ira Tillotson, Nathan 
Edson, Wesley Perkins, Hiram and Martin B. Belden, Orlum Winton, Eli A. Turney, John B. 
Robertson, Homer Tyrell, Eli L. Seeley, Benjamin Bivins, and Irad Akin.
 ["Mormonism" also becomes popular with several-dozen local residents,(influenced by 
Parley P. Pratt and Simeon D. Carter). In 1832, an official L.D.S. Church conference was 
held here (probably just east of later-named "Whiskeyville").]

[ The above names are not meant to be all-inclusive of the pioneers of Amherst Township; 
but instead merely intended as a general "subject index" to the e-booklet,
 'AMHERST, OHIO; ITS EARLY HISTORY: Truth and Myth'(2018)
freely available on archive.org ]

{ A further 'timeline' specifically about the VILLAGE of Amherst, is also in-progress, and will detail 
some of its first village-lot ("town-plat") property-deeds, and will also detail all of the subsequent 
19th-Century 'Additions' and expansions to the small village originally established by Josiah Harris.}